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II.— Homer ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Poltce. 


Tur Chéru Mihir of the 18th January says that, though case after case  cCxsnv Mmm, 
of outrage upon female modesty in the Mymensingh —_Js»- 18th, 1897. - 


_ Outrage upon female modesty istrict has been published in this paper, nothin 
in the Mymensingh district has been done i gat down the ke rit is hope 
that Mr. Harris will suppress the badmashes with ahigh hand. The following 
case has been communicated by a correspondent :— 
In the month of Aswin last, one Kasiram Mal, a fisherman by profes- 
sion and resident of Chhanaia, within the jurisdiction of the Bhaira outpost, 
in the Kishorganj subdivision of the Mymensingh district, complained 
to the Deputy Magistrate of Kishorganj to the effect that during his 
absence from home his wife, Sarba Jeleni, aged about 14 or 15, had been 
taken away by one Nayan Shaikh, the guru of a neighbouring pathsala; and 
that on his going with the village chaukidar and one Sridam Mal to fetch 
his wife, Nayan Shaikh beat Sridam, and threatened to beat him also, and 
that he had, therefore, to come away without his wife. Three months after 
this complaint, the Sub-Inspector of Bhairab found Sarba Jeleni in Nayan 
Shaikh’s house. The woman has deposed before the Deputy Magistrate to the 
effect that about a year ago Nayan Shaikh set up a false pathsala in the house 
of one Mandodori Goalini and through Mandodari several times made improper 
roposals to her. On the night of her abduction she was called out of her 
ouse by Mandadari on some pretext, and was forcibly taken away and impro- 
perly used by Nayan Shaikh and some others, who detained her in various 
places for three months. The accused persons are now trying to get the 
woman again into their power in order to weaken the case for the prosecution. 
On her way home from Kishorganj she was again attacked by the accused, 
and she took shelter in the house of one Jugal Acharyya of Simulakandi. The 
accused Musalmans are threatening to burn down the houses of Jugal Acharyya 
and the witnesses for the prosecution. | | 
2. Acorrespondent of the same paper, writing from Mymensingh—Katiy- caseo ummm 
ee oe _ adi, Achamita—asks the District Magistrate and 
tho Mymensingh district. ~-« the District Superintendent of Police, Mymensingh, 
to see that the case of theft committed in the house 
of the local zamindar, Babu Kalikisor Rai, is properly investigated. The Sub- 
Inspector in charge of the case is not properly investigating it. 
3. A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 23rd January writes mmm-o scpssnae, 
is adhe wala from Dhubri as follows :— Jan. 23rd, 1897. 
ous One Abdul Karim and his wife and infant 
child were some time ago sent up as coolies to the Balijan tea garden, in Dibru- 
garh, Assam, under the false dosignation of Bagdis. en their true Musalman 
names became known they were set free and given steamer tickets up to 
Dhubri. Arrived at that station, however, they fell into the clutches of Kshetra 
Pal Datta, the officer in charge of the cooly depét in that place, who wanted to 
send them again to the cooly depét at Calcutta, But, fortunately, the sorter on 
board the steamer, Munshi Sadi-uddin, being himself a Musalman, took pi 
on his co-religionists, and after much quarrel released them from the arkati’s 
grasp, and at a cost of Rs. 9-12 purchased for them tickets up to the Bolepur 
station. ‘T'he cooly law disallows the enlistment of Musalmans and Christians; 
still hundreds of poor Musalmans are being sent up as coolies. It is not quite 
clear why Government does not enforce the law which it has itself made, and 
thereby save its Musalman subjects from oppression. .If, however, every 
Musalman showed as much feeling for his co-religionists as Sadi-uddin did for 
poor Abdul Karim and his wife and child, much of the present cooly-recruiting 
abuse, so far as Musalmans are concerned, would be at an end. ue ee 
4. The Som Prakash of the 25th January says that not only is the Bengal sox Pranass, 
"Thefts ina village in the 24-Par. ~Olice unable to trace big cases of theft and Jan. 2st, 1897. 
ganas district. dacoity, as the Lieutenant-Governor has observed 
fa: _ In his Resolution on the last Police Report, bat it 
ails to bring offenders to Justice, even in small cases of theft, &e. In the village 
Talete Mohanpur, within the jurisdiction of the B kpore thaina, in the 24- 
Parganas district, pettw thef on ed 
8 » petty therts are committed which the police has done nothing 


oe 
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to check. The village contains some badmashes in respectable guise who must 
be put down. 
(b\— Working of the Courts. 


Tripura Prakdsh for the first fortnight of Paus, 1303 B.S., com- 
‘oe ae ... plains of the conduct of Babu Ramapati De, Munsif. 
— ney ow Agi Munsif in Oy the 5th January last he issued two notices on 
ee one Kunja Mohan esa at fy PB oes : py 
udge, however, has censured the Munsif and expressed dissatisfaction at hi 
phn a He has annulled the notices issued by the Munsif. Kunja Mohan 
will soon take legal proceedings against him. a 
Prarixak, 6. The Pratikdr of the 22nd January says that when Government, in 
Jan. 22nd, 1897. se view of the distress, is indirectly asking the zamin- 
py realization of ceases in the dars to stop their rent collections, it will look well 
a on its own part if it does not attach people’s goods 
and chattels in realization of its dues, not on account of revenue but on account 
of the cesses. The filing of certificates for cess arrears is being actively carried 
on in the Murshidabad district, and arrears due from one party are being 
realised from another. 


(c)—ails. 
Sansay, 7. The Sanjay of the 22nd January writes that Babu Ambika Charan 
Jan, 22nd, 1897. a ___.. Mazumdar, while on 2 visit to the Faridpur Jail, 
the Faridpar Jail connection with aw that Chandal convicts were made to serve as 
mehtars, The Babu has reported to the Govern- 


ment against this practice, The public are anzious to know what action the 
Government has taken upon Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar’s representation. 


(d) —Education. 


aero 8. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 21st January says that since 
axp Unpv Goins, — , ‘he appointment of a Bengali Assistant Surgeon 
Jan. 2st, 1897. pastes taal th Dah Bhar”. to the post of Assistant Secretary to the Bayley 
School at Barh the institution has become a scene 

of frequent scandal. It is said that as the Assistant Secretary Babu intends 

to fill the school with Bengali teachers, he finds fault even for trifling causes 

with the existing staff of teachers, who are mostly Beharis. With the view 

of gaining his object, the Assistant Babu without cause expostulated with the 

teachers of the institution for having misappropriated defaulters’ fines: and 

absentees’ fines. At the last test examination of the Entrance class the Assist- 

ant Secretary had an unseemly squabble with the teachers. The Subdivisional 

Officer, who is the Secretary of the School, has called for an explanation regard- 

ing that affair from both the Headmaster and the Assistant Secretary, and it is 

hoped that on a consideration of the facts he will do justice to the parties 


concerned. 
Baxstvant 9. The Sanjivant of the 23rd January objects to the proposal of con- 
Jan, 2rd, 1897. erties am ferring the honorary degree of D. i. on Sir Alfred 


Croft. By the reorganization scheme, Sir Alfred 
has deprived the natives of high posts in the Education Department. No 
native ought to have any sympathy with the proposal to do honour to such 8 

— 
sieht 10. The same paper objects to the proposal of making drawing compulsory 
ne oe the Entrance examination. Drawing-masters 
Pr. ong: Me ng m ome are not easily available, and many schools will not 


be able to secure their services, “The Senate should 
not accept the recommendation of the Syndicate. | 


(¢)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


: ' aeiies tenes 11. A correspondent of the Chéru Mihsy of the 18th J anuary complains of 
he Jan. 18th, 1897. peg iy severe water scarcity in the village Hatiar in the 
Wctehe g Ad evilageinthe Netrakona subdivision of the Ussmadak district, 
and appeals to the District Board to remove it. 

The only source of water-supply is a few old, filthy tanks. 
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12. The Sahachar of the 20th January writes as follows:— 
The Bengalee’s reply to the Though we were unwilling to believe the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s contradic- Benga lee’ 3 report that the Lieutenant-Governor 
— intended to curtuil the elective privilege in the 


Calcutta Municipality, the fact that the report was published in a leading article 
in that paper, and contained an accusation against no less a personage than the 
Lieutenant-Governor, left us no alternative but to take it as correct. The reply, 
however, which the Bengalee has given to the Lieutenant-Governor’s contradiction 
is passing strange. Itis that not wy J was the source from which the information 
was received so trustworthy that the 

disbelieved any information received from that quarter, but His Honour’s 
Palmer’s Bridge speech and his inability to say.that he had no intention 
whatever of interfering with the constitution of the Calcutta Municipality lent 
a colour to the report. The editor of the Bengulee is a wise man, and he 
should have known that it makes matters worse to commit a fault and then to 
seck to hide it in a lame excuse, The fact is that, after the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s contradiction, it was the duty of the Bengalee to frankly admit its 


mistake. 


13. A correspondent of the Basumat of the 21st January complains that 
. the burning-ghAt in the village Naihati, one mile 
MS cae * elem the north of Uddanpur, within the jurisdiction of the 
ceaeuneuenmian Ketugram thana,in the Burdwan district, which 
was established some years ago by Babu Indra Nath Banerji, pleader of 
Burdwan, within his own patni taluk as a substitute for the burning-ghat at 
Uddanpur, which was closed by Government’s order, has become a source of 
great inconvenience to the villagers. The gh&t is used for burning dead bodies 
brought from the Burdwan, Birbhum and Murshidabad districts. The stench 
proceeding from the burning of decomposed dead bodies brought from such 
distant places, and the circumstance that many people bribe the gh&t-keeper 
to let them leave the dead bodies unburnt, have made the village extremely 
unhealthy. Many people have therefore left the village, and many more are 
about to leave it. 1t is hoped that the authorities will order the removal of 
this ghat from its present site, close to a public thoroughfare, and very near the 
dwelling-houses of the villagers. 


14. The Hitavadi of apt age a4 J Avywart preted criticises the action 

, of the District Magistrate of Howrah in 
Sepell-pes in Sowa, orders, strictly insisting upon the isolation of all 
small-pox patients, without distinction of sex, creed, colour or position. These 
harassing orders have proved extremely hard for Hindus and Musalmans, amon 
whom the zanana system prevails. They have created quite a sensation an 
consternation among the Howrah people. A European lady has been sentenced 
to imprisonment for refusing to send her small-pox-stricken daughter to hospital. 
It is heart-breaking to parents to see their sick children removed from their 
presence, and to be thus deprived of the consolation of nursing them with their 
own hands. Mr. Maguire’s orders are unquestionably severe. 


15, The Pratikér of the 22nd January cannot approve of the proposal 
of the Berhampur Municipality to grant its tax- 
collector not only a commission at the rate of 
Rs, 8-10 per cent., but also all expensesof printing receipt forms, and the pay 
ofa clerk and two peons. Before making the above concessions, the Municipalit 

should see if it cannot secure a contract on more advantageous terms. It is 
hoped that the Commissioners will consider this matter carefu ly before passing 


the draft budget. The proposal to le fee of ei 
burnt in the fecningobit ould not : ah. pid. oem Hh ee Se Ps 


16. The Sanjay of the 22nd 'J anuary is glad to understand that the 
Water-supply in the Poridpur Faridpur District Board has sanctioned the cost 
district. a rain an in the district. The Board 
.. ., Will do well to begin the work in the villages on 

the two sides of Rajbarhi and Bhanga roads, where acute water ps afte 


Berhampur municipal matters. 


prevails, 


ieutenant-Governor himself could not have © 


Jan. 20th, 1897. 


Basumat!, 
Jan. 21st, 1897. 


Jan. 22nd, 1897. 


Sanvsar, 
Jan, 22nd, 1897. 


a 
+o 


Mratn-0-SUDHAEAB, 


Jan, 23rd, 1897. 


CHINSURA 
VaRTAVAHA, 


Jan, 24th, 1897. 


Dacca GAZETTE, 
Jan. 25th, 1827. 


SaNJIVANI, 
Jan, 23rd, 1897. 


TRIPURA PRAKASH, 


for the first fort- 
night of Pous, 
1303B.8. 


SANJIVANI, 
Jane 23rd, 1897, 
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17. A. Midnapore correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhdkar of the 23rd 
January says that though the Commission which 

A complaint against the Midns- was appointed to investigate the complaint brought 
pore Municipality. by Babu Ram Nath Nandi, a local Municipal Com- 


missioner, to the effect that the wall on the south side of his tank in ward 


No. 6 fell down on account of the water of the public drains having under- 


mined its foundation, found the complaint untenable, the Municipality spent 
Rs. 87 in erecting a wall, though not = agg, oe the old site, which would be 
of benefit to none except Babu Ram Nath. uring the late Babu Bipin Bihari 
Dutt’s Chairmanship a similar complaint was brought by another Commissioner, 
namely, Maulvi Muhammad Jan Miyah, but the then Chairman and his 
successor, Raghu Nath Babu, both refused to listen to the Maulvi’s complaint and 
satisfy his unjust demand to have the wall regarding which the complaint was 
made reconstructed at the public expense. Under the present Chairman, 
however, such scrupulous cure is not taken of the municipal money, or Rs, 87 
would not have been spent in constructing a wall solely for one Commissioner’s 
benefit, and Rs. 1,000 would not have been thrown away onthe nominal 
re-excavation of the Herschell dighi. 

18. The Chinsura Variavaha of the 24th January complains of impending 

Water scarcity in the Hooghly Water scarcity in the Hooghly district. If this be 
district. the state of things in Magh, what will it be in 
Chaitra and Baisakh? The district authorities should take speedy steps to dig 
and re-excavate tanks and wells throughout the district to avert the impending 
water famine. 

19. The Dacca Gazette of the 25th January complains of impending 
water scarcity in East Bengal. Acute water scar- 
city prevails in the Dacca and Tippera districts. 
It is to be hoped that, through the exertions of the Lieutenant-Governor, steps 
will this year be taken to remove the water scarcity. 


Water scarcity in East Bengal. 


(g)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


20. Babu Ambika Charan Sen, Manager,| Makrupurhu Tea Estate, and 

' Babu Hridaynath Ghosh, Manager, Kuntalgurhi 
Tea Estate, write in the Sanjivant of the 23rd 
January, complaining of the conduct of one Bhagirath Singh, pointsman in the 
Lachigurhi station on the Bengal Duars Railway. The correspondents were 
travelling third class with intermediate class tickets. At Lachigurhi station 
this man tried to force six or seven coolies into the compartment occupied by 
the correspondents and make the latter get out of it. 


(h)— General, 


21. The Tripura Prakash for the first fortnight of Paus, 1303 B.S., com- 
ea oe ee Oa on plains that the District Registrar should nominate 
EL ELLLS LEE! only 15 out of 70 candidates for the five posts of 
Rural Sub-Registrar for the Tippera district. One of the candidates was Maulvi 
Makbul Ali, 8.4., who is an educated gentleman and a man of position and 
influence. Sometime ago he was nominated for the Subordinate Executive 
Service Examination. It is certainly passing strange that he has not been 
nominated for a Rural Sub-Registrarship. 
22. The Sanjwant of the 23rd January comments on the circular pub- 
eg ‘lished in the Amrita Bazar Patrika, which, it is 
: alleged, has been issued by the Com ptroller-Gene- 
ral, under the instructions of Sir James Westland, Finance Member of the Vice- 
regal Council. in this circular it is proposed to appoint Europeans and Eura- 
sians more largely in the Accounts Department, and to increase the pay of 
European and Eurasian rs It is not likely that efficient Europeans 
and Eurasians can be had at less than Rs. 60 per month as an initial salary, and 
it is recommended that in appointing Europeans and Eurasians care should 
be taken to give them an adequate salary, The writer makes the following 
ae ae the sige a ? | | he 
ngish dominion extends all over the world. Her Majesty’s European 
and Eurasian subjects are at liberty to trade and serve and sm nies ea 
where within English dominion. “The natives of India, however, do not enjoy 


A railway complaint. 
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that liberty. In South Africa, for instance, there are many English colonies. 
These colonies imported cheap labour from India, and with its help enriched 


themselves, but now that Indians have set up for themselves in those places as 


traders and shop-keepers, and are successfully competing with the English 
colonists, the latter have passed laws against them, and are driving them out of 
the country like cats and dogs. Only the other day the English colonists of 
Natal prevented Indians on boardship from landing. Indians fare no better in 
the Australian colonies too. The Government there has assed laws preventing 
Indians from trading or working as Jabourers. New Zealand is another British 
colony. Indians cannot enter that country without paying a tax. An exception 
has been made only in favour of Runjit Singji, the celebrated Indian cricketer. 
It is thus quite clear that Bongalis have not the liberty to enter pag Aig! country 
under British rule than India, and even in India they are being gradually 
ousted from other provinces than Bengal. And here is Mr. Westland, who has 
caused a circular to be issued, which proposes to shut the door of the Accounts 
Department against Bengalis! v 

But why? Are not Bengalis well versed in accounts? Are accountants 
like Messrs. R. N. Rai and I. C. Bose to be found even among rea 
and Eurasians? Could Europeans serve the Government with greater ability 
than Babu Isan Chandra Mukharji and the late Babu Syama Charan Dey did? 
The Government pleads poverty whenever it has to undertake a work of 

ublic utility, but money is not wanting when it has to do an act of special 
lavens to Europeans and Eurasians. If Mr. Cox’s circular is acted upon, 
Europeans and Eurasians will be employed at Rs. 60 per month where 
educated natives could be had for Rs. 40 per month. We want a fair field and 
no favour. Let the most efficient services be secured without making dis- 
tinction of creed or colour. Equality is the guiding principle of british rule. 
Let _ that principle be ignored. We pray Sir James Westland to reconsider 
his order. 

23. The same paper does not approve of the proposal to appoint native 

poe in oa place a. yer bore in sub- 
‘ating Visions. e proposal, if carried into effect, will 
ine Ts ce my of do great harm to mufassal people by depriving 
Assistant Surgeons in subdivi- them of the services of such efficient medical 
mee practitioners, who are in no way inferior to Civil 
Surgeons, as Assistant Surgeons, as a rule, are. At present, in subdivisions 
far removed from the Sada, it is the Assistant Surgeons that generally carry 
on the post-mortem examination. Native doctors are not fit for this responsible 
duty, and the administration of justice will materially suffer if native doctors 
are entrusted with the duty of carrying on post-mortem examinations, 

24. Referring to the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Banerji’s interpellation 
in the Bengal Council regarding the prostitution of 
young girls, the same paper observes that not only 
in Dacca, but in every town this traffic in prostitution is carried on. In 
Calcutta, for instance, young girls are seen in every brothel. The Government 
should take speedy measures to put a stop to this traffic in prostitution. 

25. A correspondent of the Chinsura Vartavaha of the 24th J anuary 
complains that it takes a letter from such places in 
the Hooghly district as Tarakeswar, Bhangamorha, 
and Dasghara full three days to reach Jahanahad in the same district. This 
delay is caused by the present defective postal arrangements. As things stand 
at present, the mail from the above-mentioned places is sent to Haripal by the 
arene train. When it reaches Haripal the Jahanabad mail has already left. 

at station. No unnecessary delay will be caused if the following arrangements 
are made:—The mail from Dasghara and other neighbouring villages should. 


= sent to Serampur, whence it should be sent up to Burdwan by the chord mail. 
rom Burdwan tv Jahanabad is not a long journey. 
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IV.—Native Srares. 


26. The Hindi menpee - _the 25th January objects to the proposal 

a Wee which 18 sid to be made by the authorities to 
Bikanir State ‘agate Ag the oppetnt a Musalman to the post of Vice-President 
of the Council of the Bikanir State in supersession 
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of a Musalman to the Vice-Presidentship of a Hindu State will greatly dis- 
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of the claims of Thakur Raghuvar Singh, who, since his appointment as a 
Member of the Council, has been ably discharging his duties. The appointment 


appoint the Hindu subjects of that State. 


V.—PRosPECTs OF THE CROPS AND QONDITION. OF THE PEOPLE. 


97. The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 20th January says that, taking the 
figures published in the Calcutta Gazette regarding 

Crop statistics for the Murshi- +¢ho number of acres sown with the various crops 
ee this year and their estimated outturn, the total 
outturn of the various crops in the Murshidabad district this year may be taken 


as follows :— 


Mds. 

(1) Aus rice ase ove 200 1s 15,86,250 
(2) Indian corn, China, &e. jas roe a 12,600 
(3) Aman rice (Sadar) aes eee ee 2,94,500 
(4) Ditto (Kandi) see ie o08 11,79,200 
(5) Ditto (Jangipur) sid as oes 270,000 
ae oes 33,42,550 

Add to this the probable outturn of rali ..  12,00,000 

Total ian 45,42,550 


If the population of the district is taken to be 1,250,000, the number 
ascertained at the census of 1891, and the average quantity of food crops 
required by one individual half a maund per month, the total outturn of the 
food crops of the Murshidabad district this year will feed its people for only 
a little over seven months. In this calculation, however, no allowance has 
been made for(1) seed-grain, (2) export, and (3) the increase of population 
which has taken place since the last census; and no account has been taken 
of the surplus stocks of previous years which have remained in the hands of 
zamindars, mahajans, shopkeepers, and other people. If the total acreage of 
the district under cultivation is taken to be 850,000, and a maund of seed grain 
as the sced required for each acre, then the total quantity of seed grain that 
will be required for the whole district is 8,50,000 maunds. ‘The export of the 
district in the famine year 1874 was 4,02,215 maunds. Ordinarily it is three 
or four times that quantity. It is clear that the export trade will diminish 
as soon as the people realise the situation. Still it is certain that, as in 
the year 1874, at least 5 lakhs of maunds will be exported. The increase 
of population may be taken at one hundred thousand, and the additional 
food which will be required for these for one year is 6 lakhs of maunds. 
Against these, however, may be set off the surplus stocks of previous years, 
and the imports of food grains which will be made for charitable distribution. 
Still'the district will require food for four or five months, that is to say, 25 
to 30 lakhs of maunds of food grains to keep the population alive till the next 
aus is reaped. It is hoped that, ina situation like the present, Government 
will not hesitate to interfere so far with trade as to stop export of food grains 
from the district, and will import the additional quantity that will be required. 

28. A correspondent of the Basumati of the 21st January, writing from 

Sica bs Whe, Ms Mukundapur within the jurisdiction of the Kali- 
gan) thana, in the Khulna district, says that severe 

scarcity prevails in all directions. For ten or twenty days during the month 
of Paus, when the aman had been just reaped, people got sufficient food to eat, 
but they are again starving. ‘The cultivators and even the respectable people 
are hardly getting one meal aday. Deaths from starvation had ceased during 
the months of Agrahayan and Paus, but they are again occurring. ‘The Sub- 
divisional Officer , Babu Gati Krishna Niyogi, is doing his best by starting 
relief operations to save the people from starvation. Water scarcity, too, has 
made its appearance in the place, all the tanks there having dried ‘up. Epi- 
= naw also aes out, and are carrying away some victims every duy- 
hth — ars 0 the village, Babus Harimohan Rai and Piyarimohan Ral, 

, ever, quite indifferent to the sufferings of their raiyats. 
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hint of the 22nd January is glad to hear that Mr. Ander- 
pine i, Collector of Chittagong, has asked Govern- 


The distress in Chittagong. ment for Ks. 32,000 in order to import rice from 
Burma. The Collector has also asked the Khas Tahsildar, the District Board 
and the Manager to contribute money towards famine relief; and the Khas 
Tahsildar and the General Manager in their turn have asked the Assistant 
Managers to kecp themselves in readiness. A Famine Relief Committee should 
be at once formed, and honest and energetic men should be employed to dis- 
tribute relief. The names of some suffering families have been published in 
this paper; they will never consent to do manual labour. But that should not 
deprive them of help at the Government’s hands. The Khondkars, Mollahs, 

alifas and coach-drivers among the Musalmans, and the Jogis (Naths), 
Doms and Mehters are in distress, and these people being also unused to work 
as coolies, special provision should be made for them. The best way of help- 
ing them for the present will be to sell them rice at Rs. 2-8 a maund. Honest 
non-official people should be employed to conduct this sale, and not more than 
five seers should be sold to any person at one time, Many honest people are 
willing to undertake this work. | 

30, The Pratikdr of the 22nd January requests that an embankment on 
the west bank of the Bhagirathi, in the Murshida- 
bad district, should be included in the list of the relief 
works shortly to be opened in that district. Such 
an embankment will protect the people living within the jurisdiction of the 
Gokarna and Kalyanganj thanas from the floods, which now often occur owin 
to the silting up of the bed of the river. The people have repeatedly asked 
Government for such protection, but in vain. 

81, The same paper says that in regard to the Murshidabad district, 
Government should not consider its duty done by 
simply helping the poor labourers. A large number 
of weavers and other manufacturers and many 
middle class people, too, will require help. ‘These cannot be employed as 
coolies on relief works, but a good many of them can beemplvyed as sardars and 
thikadars of the coolies. The greatest benefit that can be done to the people 
is to sell them food articles at fixed prices, Under Government’s supervision, 
food articles will, no doubt, be supplied in sufficient quantities, but little good will 
be done if people have not the means to buy them. Most people have alread 
pawned every bit of jewellery, and all the domestic utensils they pe | 
So, Government should be particularly careful to see that special facilities are 
provided for enabling people to take the full advantage of takavi loans. ‘hose 
who wish to take these advances should not be required to come to the Sadar 
station, but should receive them from the members of the Boards, zamindars, 
Sub-Registrars and Deputy Inspectors of schools. The offceis of Government 
who are appointed to superintend relief works should be allowed travelling 
allowanco at a reduced rate, in the same way as coolies are paid reduced wages 
under the Famine Code. 

32. The Samay of the 22nd January writes as follows :— 

The Famine Relief Fund. From the tenor of the Viceroy’s speech we 

were led to believe that the Famine Relief Fund 
would not be ontrusted to official management. The formation of the General 
Committee confirmed this belief, but the formation of the Central Executive 
Committee has disappointed us. In this Committee the official element 
predominates, and it is quite clear that officials who have all along systematically 
supported the Government’s famine policy, will have a preponderant voice in 
the management of affairs. A few non-official gentlemen have no doubt been 
taken on the Committee, but they are all Members of the Viceroy’s Council, and 
when the Viceroy will go to Simla, they will follow him. The manavement of 
the Fund will thus be practically left in official hands. : 


The question is, why did not the Government form the Executive Commit- 


A relief work suggested in the 
Murshidabad district. 


Relief operations in the Mur- 
shidabad district. 


tee, in consultation with the General Committee? Has it not insulted the General | 


sane by ignoring it in this matter? The Executive Committee is the 
overnments own selection, and its formation is informa] How can the 
public, then, have any confidence in this Committee? How can they be sure 


that their money will be properly spent? How can they believe that the fate 
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which overtook the Famine Insurance Fund will not also overtake the Famine 
Relief Fund? The [Indian people have a sad experience of the strange dis- 
appearance of public money in the hands of the Government. | 

It is strange that Sir Maharaja Jotindra Mohan Tagore, and Sir Maharaja 
Narendra Krishna Bahadur have not been taken on the Executive Committee. 
Colonel Ottley, a retired Civil {Engineer, a man whose name we never before 
heard, has been appointed Secretary to the Fund—paid or unpaid we do not 
know. Let us, however, hope that the mistake which has been committed in 
the formation of the Central Executive Committee will not be repeated in the 
formation of the Provincial Executive Committees. The task of distributing 

and properly applying the funds will devolve upon these Provincial Committees, 
and it is to be hoped that non-official gentlemen, of proved honesty, tried 
ability, and large sympathy, with the starving poor, will betaken on them. If the 
Government does not do this, public money is sure to be wasted and misspent. - 

83. Correspondents of the Sanjivant of the 23rd January complain of the 
prevalence of food and water — amine has 
broken out in the Tangail subdivision of the 
Mymensingh district. The rice market is very high. Rice is selling 
at ¥ to 10 seers, and — at 14 to 15 seers per rupee. Many are 
starving and many more are living on one meal a day. Many middle-class 
families are in utter distress. Theft and robbery are nfe. The state of things 
is no better in Gangudhari in the Murshidabad district, where the crop has 
failed. Rice is not easily available, and new rice is selling at 7 to 8 seers per 
rupee. People are actually starving in Medini Mandal in the Dacca district, 
where coarse rice is selling at 10 seers per rupee. Acute distress prevails in 
Lucknow. The number of begyars is daiiy swelling, and they are rending the 
sky with their piteous cries for foud. The rate of wages paid to labuurers on 
reliof works is extremely low and inadequate. Children are paid .two pice, 
women one anna and men not more than six pice per day for a whole day’s 
work. ‘his small remuneration is too inadequate for the purpose of sustain- 
ing human life. The poor-houses are not being well sean ¢ and people have 
very little inclination to go there. Zanana ladies and other respectable people, 
to whom famine grants have been made, are not regularly receiving their grants. 

the distress is much more acute in the interior where people have been 
actually reduced to skeletons through long starvation. A few days ago a man 
died from starvation. His wife and son, not having the means to perform his 
last rites, left Lis dead body in a cage by the side of atank. Such deaths from 
starvation are taking place every day. Thefts and robberies are taking place 
everywhere, and peuple are stealing through sheer starvation. Famine is 
raging in Swarnagram in the Dacca district. The local ‘‘ poor fund ” is doing 

eoman’s service in saving human lives. Both food and water scarcity prevails 
in Nakasigram in the Nadia district. There was a six-anna aus crop. The 
aman crop was a failure. The radi was not more than two-annas. 

34, The Sulabh Daink of the 25th January has the following :— 

The following questions naturally suggest 
| themselves to us, in connection with the manage- 
ment of all famine relief works:— 7 | , | 

(1). At what rates are the labourers on famine relief works to be paid? 

(2). Will they be paid in money or in grain? If they are paid in grain, 
at what rate will they be so paid ? | 

(3). Who will be entrusted withthe spending of the money? Who will 
pay the labourers ? | 

(4). Where will the money be chiefly spent? Who will supervise over the 
labourers on the relief works, and find out people deserving help? Will they 
be officials or non-officials ? 

The rate at which the labourers on relief works are being paid is quite 
inadequate for the purpose. An able-bodied labourer cannot do without a seer 
of rice per day, bat the maximum remuneration he expects to get is six pice per 
day, which is too small to bring him one seer of rice, together with other neces- 
saries. The rate cf remuneration should be raised, and labourers should be paid 
in money where food-grains are available, and in grain where food-grains are not 
available. There is a paucity of honest men in the country, both among officials 
and non-officials, and greut care should be taken in selecting the men who will 


Food and water scarcity. 


Management of famine relief. 


( 97 ) 
entrusted with the distribution and application of funds. Deputy 

; nd where Deputy Magistrates sre not available, Sub- Deputy M 
be entrusted’ with this responsible work. re) le 
ltanat and Urdu Guide of the 21st January denounces the 

at — votes : meetings which the Muhammadans of Calcutta and 
Mohammadan demonstration in Alighar held for the pe reg of expressing their 
honour of Her Majesty. joy at the completion o Aone _ of Her Majes- 
reign and getting up a deputation to be sent to Knglan to express to. Hér 
Wajecty the loyal of the Muhammadan community. The meeting resolved 
that, on the 20th June next, the Muhammadans of India should illuminate their 
musjids and offer up prayers for Her Majesty. The movement has been appar 
ently started by some interested Musalmans, who want to purchase titles from 
Government at a very cheap price. All sections of the Indian Lc ge are loyal 
to the British Crown. What, then, has made the Muhammadans alg oo the 
sending of a deputation? True loyalty is shown better by action than by word, 
and a people cannot be loyal to their Sovereign unless they prosper under his 
rule. The truth is that Queen Victoria is a forsunate Sovereign who can afford 
to care little for the noyaty or disloyalty of her subjects. It is one of the 
signs of the times that the lucky man is praised even by his enemies, and the 
unlucky man is cursed even by his friends. Besides, weak human nature 
always likes to side with the strong and desert the weak. Queen Victoria is a 
prosperous Sovereign. and the whole world praises her. But the Sultan is the 
weakest of the Sovereigns living on the face of the earth, and showers of abuse 
are being constantly poured upon his head from Great Britain. The people 
who are now proposing to send a deputation had not the courage to send a 
deputation to Her Majesty protestin inst the conduct of the British nation 
in vilifying the Sultan: Hindus and Musalmans are equally loyal to the Queen, 
and she, on her part, looks with equal favour on both. She has never shown any 
special favour to the Musalmans. It is, therefore, a. selfish act on the part of 
Musalmans to propose to send a deputation, without calling upon the Hindus to 
join the movement. Illumination of musjids and offering up of prayer, as pro- 
posed, will be a superfluous act. we : 
36. The Sansodhini of the 22nd January complains that the only tank in 
sl i Sitakund, in the Chittagong district, whose water is 

ee ee fit to be drunk, is the tank : called Dewanjirpukur, 

but its water’is fouled by bathing and washing. A chaukidar should be appointed 
to watch the tank, and his pay might be met from the pilgrim fund. The 
Magistrate should also take early steps to improve the condition of the roads 

in Sitakund, which are now full of dust. . : 3 

37. The Sanjivani of the 23rd January complains that, in the invitation 
cards issued to native gentlemen on the occasion of 

the Lieutenant-Governor’s Garden party, it was 
written that the cards should ‘be presented at the 
gate. No such thing was, however, written in the cards issued to European 
gentlemen. This invidious distinction has offended many of the invited who, 
in consequence, did not attend the Garden party. The writer did not expect 
this from Sir Alexander Mackenzie and Mr. Bolton, both of whom are 
well-known for their courtesy and. impartiality in the treatment of Natives 
and Europeans. | 
38. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 27th J anuary refers to the 

we omplaint in connection with rumour that the native gentlemen who were invited 
— ne * Garden to the Lieutenant-Governor’s Garden party were 
— requested to present their invitation cards at the 
aie le oe no such request was made to the European guests. Many of the 
7 this invidious distinction to heart, and did not attend the Garden 
pare. the rumour is true, Sir Alexander Mackenzie may have to give an 


Magistrates, 
trates should 


A complaint in connection with 
the Garden party at Belvedere. 


DARUSSALTABAT 
anp Urnpvu Going, 


Jan. 2ist, 1897. 


SaNsODBHINI, 
Jan, 22nd, 1897. 


SaNJIVANI, 
Jan, 23rd, 1897. 


DAINIK-0-SaMACHAR 
CHANDRIKEA, 


Jan. 27th, 1897, 


explanation, as he is always anxious to be on friendly terms with the leaders # 


. ng rs community, It is quite possible that some one may have attend- 
arden party on some previous occasion without being invited, and the 


request made to the native 
eae guests was only a precaution taken to prevent 
Slmuar intrusions into Belvedere. , P , 
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39. The Samvadvahika of the 7th January mourns the death of the grand- 
reo mother of the Raja of Mayurbhanj, who was well- 
gee tos known for her charity to the poor. 
40.. The same paper points out that the people of Balasore are becom- 
| : ing uneasy, day after day, at seeing their food- 
B oe of food-grains from rains carried away by foreign merchants, and at 
re. ° ° 
| the prospect of tle scarcity of food in the near 
future. ee 
41. After alluding to the mortality from famine in the Central Provinces, 
the Utkaldipika of the 9th January observes that 
the officers in charge of districts and Divisions, 
should keep themselves in touch with the people 
over whom they are placed, and hold themselves ready to meet any occurrence, 
which muy develop into actual distress. 

42. ‘l'he same paper is of opinion that a Municipality, or a District Board, 

Non-publication of notices for OF any other department entrusted with the duty of 
tenders by Municipalities and Dis- constructing roads, bridges or any other public 
trict Boards in Orissa. works, should invite tenders for their execution in 
as public a manner as practicable, and is sorry that such tenders are not publicly 
advertised in Orissa. The writer therefore recommends the example of the 
Engineer in charge of public works in Dhenkanal, who has advertised such 
tenders in the public papers, for adoption by other Officers, who may be in 
charge of such works in Orissa, 

43. The same paper is glad to find that a large number of Muhammadans 
were present in the last meeting of the Indian 
National Congress, and is of opinion that that com- 
munity will understand its own position, and find its way to join in large 
numbers a movement, which looks after the welfare of the Indian community, 
thereby making it truly national in its character. 

44. The Kothpada correspondent of the same paper regrets to inform the 

rere _ the public that the Kumura aod Jeypur Adés in the 

Hats in Orissa deprived of their Quyttuck district, which supply rice to a large 
supplies of food-grains. ; 

3 number of villages, were suddenly cut off from 
their sources of rice-supply by large purchases of that staple food by grain- 
dealers, who carried off the food-grains before it reached the hdis, This 
produced great uneasiness among those villagers, who depended on the hdés for 
their daily food supply. The correspondent requests the authorities to take 
such steps as will enable the poor villagers to purchase rice in the Adds without 
any difficulty, and suggests that this cannot be eficcted without restraining 
the grain-dealers, who carry away the food of the people in the name of 
free trade, thereby spreadiny distress in tracts where it would not otherwise 
appear. 

id 45. The same corresponlent suggests that the Settlement authorities 

, , ee should make due allowance for those lands that 
PR assay 2 ne with the have been rendered unfit for cultivation by the late 

: floods, which have spread volumes of sand in all 
directions, and should register some grazing land in every village, as, without 
pasture and fodder, village cattle must starve and die. 
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